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Autumn Raptor Migration Summary 2002
Kyle McCarty

Thirteen hawkwatch sites Peregrine Falcons (Falco peregrinus) (+36%), Ospreys (+35%), and Broad-
reported counts for autumn 2002 were synchronous among watchsites winged Hawks (+210%), and decreased
(Table 1). No official count was (Table 2), centering on 5 October. Daily for Sharp-shinned Hawks (-20%)
conducted this year at Sterrett's Gap, flights of more than twenty peregrines (Table 3). Passage rates for all other
in Perry County, or at Council Cup, in are rarely recorded away from coastal species (Black Vulture (Coragyps
Luzerne County, a site that has orGreatLakeswatchsite,howeverfour atratus), Turkey Vulture, Northern
suspended activity for the indefinite Pennsylvania sites (all of which set Harrier (Circus cyaneus), Cooper's
future. Count hours ranged from I38to season-record counts) exceeded this Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo
1,127 hours, for a total of 7,809 hours, mark last fall, and several other lineatus), Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-
and count days ranged from 22 to 131 watchsite in the Northeast and mid- legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus), Golden
days (including January at Hawk Atlantic states also counted above Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), American
Mountain) for a total of 1,082 days. An average numbers of peregrines on 5 Kestrel (Falco sparverius), and Merlin
overall total of 150,354 raptors October. Most watchsite also (F. columbarius)] fluctuated by less
representing_I8 species was reported. experienced a higher than average than 20% from 2001. The irruptive
Swainson's Hawks (Buteo swainson~) flight of Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis)
were observed at two sites, Little Gap leucocephalus), continuing a trend over was off by -43%. Several watchsite
(Northampton County) and Second the last several years, with season experienced well-below average counts
Mountain (Lebanon County), as were records at five sites. After lower than of Northern Harriers.
Mis s i s s ip p i Ki te s (1 c tin ia average counts of Broad-winged Hawks
mississippiensis), at Hawk Mountain (Buteo platypterus) last year, many Seasonal highlights
Sanctuary (Berks County) and Rocky sites reported higher counts this year,
Ridge (York County). Eleven sites possibly because the birds stayed closer Allegheny Front (Bedford County) -
posted daily results to the BirdSource to the ridges this year than in recent Observation effort decreased more
Autumn Hawkwatch website years, when watchsite to our east than 100 hours compared to 2001,
(http://entry.birdsource.org/HawkWat reported the bulk of the flight passing however new season records were
chDataEntry/), RaptorsOnline them. established for Ospreys (119), Bald
(http://raptorsonline.org/), or the Eagles (64), Broad-winged Hawks
HMANA Birdhawk listserv. Watchsite Peak date Number (3,766), American Kestrels (101),

Peregrine Falcons (52), and total
Watchsite County Hours of Rocky Ridge 28 Sept 4 raptors (9,743). Nearly half of the

observation Bake Oven K~ob 5 Oct 25 kestrel flight was seen in a single day
Hawk Mountain 5 Oct 31 0 b h d '

Hawk Mountain Berks 1127 Jacks Mountain 5 Oct 2 ct~ er 6, w en 47 were counte .

Wagoner Gap Cumberland 1022 Li~!~ Ga,P 5 Oct 21 Dunng the week of O~tober 18-24,
Second Mountain Lebanon 891 MIlitia HIli 5 Oct 3 observ~rscountedo~e-thirdofthetotal
Bake Oven Knob Lehigh 782 Rose Tree Park 5 Oct 4 Red-tailed Hawk flight. Passage rates
Allegheny Front Bedford 777 Stone Mountain, 5 Oct 22 for most species, all but Northern
Little Gap Northampton 667 Tuscarora Summit 5 Oct 5 Goshawk, Rough-legged Hawk, Golden
Rose Tree Park Delaware 613 Alleg~eny Front 6 Oct 12 Eagle (which dropped 40% from last
Militia Hill Montgomery 448 Brady s Bend, 6 Oct 2 season a record count year) and
Jack's Mountain Mifflin 426 Second Mountain 9 Oct 4 M tin, al t t t'

hStone Mountain Huntington 425 Waggoner's Gap 9 Oct 9 er were equ 0 or grea er an
Tuscarora Summit Fulton 354 .last year.
Rocky Ridge York 139 Table 2. Peak date and number of .Brady's Bend Clarion 138 Peregrine Falcons in fall 2002. Bake Oven Knob (Lehigh County) -

Season records were established for
Table 1. Watch sites reporting data for The four most numerous migrants Ospreys (794; peak cou~t 116 on
autumn 2002. this year were Broad-winged Hawks, September 14) and Peregnne Falc<?ns

Red-tailed Hawks (Buteo jamaicensis), (63; 25 on October 5). Th~ 80 Merlins
Ave,rage count effor;t ~ours of Sharp-shinned Hawks (Accipiter c<?unted (26 on October 5) IS the secon,d

observatIon) ,per watch sIte m 2002 striatus), and Turkey Vultures hIghest season t?t~ after ~ast yeaz: s
decreased slightly from 2001 (601 (Cathartesaura) (Table 3). Broadwings record of 102. ThIS IS a specIes seen m
hours/site vs. 636 hours/site), with the made up the largest percentage of the increasing .number~ across the state.
largest decreases at Brady's Bend overall flight at 55% (range 22-80%). Other speCIes passmg at rates above
(Clarion County) (-34%), Second Red-tailed Hawks (15% overall), the short-term average were Black
Mountain (-25%), and Tuscarora ranged from 3% at Militia Hill Vultures, Turkey Vultures, Bald
Summit (Fulton County) (-21%). Only (Montgomery County) to 30% at Stone Eagles, Broad-winged Hawks, .and
Stone Mountain (Huntington County) Mountain. Sharp-shinned Hawks (14% Golden Eagles. Northern HarrIers,
logged more total hours this year, and overall) ranged from 6% at Jack's Sharp-shinned Hawks, Red-shouldered
only three sites logged more than 800 Mountain (Mifflin County) to 24% at Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks, and
hours [Hawk Mountain, Wagoner Gap Rose Tree Park (Delaware County), American Kestrel were below short-
(Cumberland County), Second and Turkey Vultures (4% overall) term averages.
Mountain]. A high number of rainy ranged from 1% at Hawk Mountain to
and foggy October days appears to 22% at Brady's Bend. Brady's Bend (Clarion County) -
have a.fi'ecte? count effort at almost Only two of the remaining twelve Cou~t effort de~reased for the sec.ond
every sIte, WIth fewer days and hours regular migrants Ospreys (Pandion straight year, WIth subsequent declInes
this October than in the previous three haliaetus) (at 3%) 'and Cooper's Hawks in overall count numbers and passage
October. (Accipiter cooperii) (at 2%) made up 2% rate., H°'!lever,. passage rates for some

or more of the overall flight. Compared specIes, mcludmg Bald Eagles, Sharp-
Composition of the flight to last year, overall passage rates shinned .Hawks, Cooper's H,awks, and

(birds per hour) increased greatly for ~road-wmged Hawks were higher than
In autumn 2002, peak counts of Peregrine Falcons (+25%), Bald Eagles m 2001.
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Hawk Mountain Sanctuary (Berks American Kestrel, Merlin, and helped set a season record of 55. The
County) -Season records were set for Peregrine Falcon. All other species Bald Eagle season record was tied at
Bald Eagle (207) and Peregrine Falcon were about average this year except 31 (peak count 6 on September 18).
(62) during the August 15 to December that both species of vultures were seen New records were also set for Black
15 count period. A new single day at above average rates. Vulture (16) and TurkeyVult:ure (442).
record of 31 Pere~ne Falcons was ObservatIon effort was the third lowest
seen on 5 October. The previous record Rocky Ridge (York County) -One of in thirty_years of counts. Ospreys, Bald
was 11 peregrines on 7 October 1937. two sites reporting a Mississippi Kite Eagles, Cooper's Hawks, Broad-win~ed
Overall, the total raptor count was 20% in 2002, the first-ever record of this Hawks, Golden Eagles, and PeregrIne
higher than the 10-year average. species at the site. Randy Phillips, Falcons were seen at above average
Above ten-year average counts were compiler, notes that Aan adult rates. Passage rates were below
reported for Broad-winged Hawks, Mississippi Kite [was] observed by average for Northern Harriers, Sharp-
Golden Eagle (122; 2nd highest on many on October 6.@ This was an shinned Hawks, and Northern
record), and Ospreys. Below ten-year overall average year for the site, with Goshawks.
average counts were reported for above-average numbers of Turkey
Northern Harriers, American Kestrels VUlture, Bald Eagle, Cooper's Hawk Waggoner's Gap (Cumberland
and all Accipiter hawks. The (including a record season count of 56), County) -Peak counts on 5-6 October
Sanctuary's first-ever fall sighting of Red-tailed Hawk, and Peregrine of 17 and 13 Merlins contributed to a
Mississippi Kite was reported on Falcon, and below-average numbers of season record of 98, and 187 Bald
October 8. Volunteers counted 27 Northern Harrier and Broad-winged Eagles also sets a new season record
southbound Bald Eagles during 14 Hawks. Flights of the latter species over 149 seen in 2001. The Broad-
days of observation in January. may have been missed because of winged Hawk flight was highlighted by

incomplete coverage. A Rough-legged the count of 5,305 on 20 September,
Jack's Mountain (Mifflin County) -A Hawk was seen November 3, the first the highest ever single-day count
season record flight of Broad-winged reported for Rocky Ridge since 1999. (previously 4,827 on 21 September
Hawks (6 844, with 2,900 on 1987). The peak counts of Golden
September i8) made up 75% of the Rose Tree Park (Delaware County) -Eagles occurred 27 October (27 birds, a
total raptor count, the site's second- New season records were set for single day count record) and 28
highest total count in 8 years of Turkey Vulture (689; peak count 117 October (18 birds). Forty-one percent of
reporting. The overall passage rate on October 31), Black Vulture (94; 13 the Red-shouldered Hawks were
without the Broad-wingeds was 5.3 on October 21), Bald Eagle (155; 9 on counted in the 10 days between 28
birds per hour, the lowest since 1994. September 24), and Cooper's Hawk October and 7 November.
Other above average species counts (236; 25 on October 20). Bald Eagles
included those for Turkey Vultures, were seen on 57% of all count days.
Bald Eagles, and Golden Eagles. The Peregrine Falcon season record of Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
Observers counted 148 and 120 Turkey 19 was tied. Count effort decreased by Kempton
Vultures on October 15 and 17, 12% over last year's high of 686 hours.
respectively. A season high 9 Northern Passage rates for most species were
Harriers was seen on September 18. equal to or greater than in 2001, except

for Northern Goshawk, Golden Eagle,
Little Gap (Northampton County) -American Kestrel, and Merlin.

Season records were set for Broad-
winged Hawks (11,891), Peregrine Second Mountain (Lebanon County)
Falcons (49; previous record 39 set in -The "eleventh site record of a
1990), and Ospreys (630; peak count 71 Swainson's Hawk was seen on October
on September 14) and this was the 3. A peak flight of 5,367 Broad-winged
second-best year for total migrants Hawks on September 20 contributed to
(20,346). Peak broadwing days a new season record of 8,076. Hours of
occurred September 18-20 and 23 with observation were down from last year,
counts of 1,332; 4,259; 2,423; and 1,304 the lowest since 1997, but still above-
respectively. The site reported the average compared to all other
highest overall passage rates in the watchsite. After a 2001 record of 104
state both with (30.5 birds per hour), Northern Goshawks observers counted
and without broadwings (12.7 birds per 55 in 2002. Nearly 70% of the Turkey
hour). Peak counts of 23 Bald Eagles Vultures were counted between 3 and
on September 17 and 21 Peregrines on 13November. The 20 Peregrine Falcons
October 5 both were single-day records. counted was the lowest since 1995.
The site's sixth Swainson's Hawk was
seen on October 20, and a late Osprey Stone Mountain (Huntingdon
was seen on November 30. County) -Observers logged a season

record 425 hours, and season record
Militia Hill (Montgomery County) -were set for Cooper's Hawks (309; peak
The peak flight day on September 24 of count of 38 on October 5), Broad-
7,021 total hawks accounted for 60% of winged Hawks (1,890; 1,135 on
the season count total, and included September 18), Mertins (68; 18 on
6,948 Broad-winged Hawks, the 4th October 5), Peregrine Falcons (47; 22
highest one-day count on record. on October 5) and total migrants
Eighty-one Black Vultures, a season (5,651). At least one Golden Eagle was
record, were counted. In 1999, the seen on 59% of the count days in
count period was defined as September October and November. This is the
and October only. With little variation only watchsite at which Golden Eagles
in observation hours and coverage made up more than 1% of the total
since then, passage rates (birds/hour) count.
have decreased each year for Osprey,
Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Tuscarora Summit (Fulton County) -
Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Twelve Golden Eagles on November 25
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